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Marine’s journey takes m'f'a

. Wiebmama veteran
“walks to heal

" By DAVE MASKD
LLK. bureau

LOMDOM = A lormer Marine wii vl
Nﬁd_lhm of W is ready to
walk around the world on behall of pesce.

“God has a dillerent plan for me: Lo serve
my [ellow man, God Eas touched my lifc
and showed me whal | ean do lor my
neighbor,” said Danny Garcia.

Iis 25,000-mile journey will storl Tues
day when he hikes 126 miles [ron Dulilin,
Ireland, to Omagh, Morthern Trcland

Omagh is the site of the recent bonbing
that killed 28 people in the worst acl vl vi-
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ulence 1o hit divided Northern Ireland in
30 yenrs.

I normally walk in areas where there is
prayer and healing needed. When | get to
Omagh, | want lo louch as many people as
I can Garcia said Wednesday during an
interview on the steps of the U.S, Embassy
in London.

Al Omagh, Garcia will present a cross
made al 8,000 pearls.,

“I{ must be worlh 200,000 or more. It
was given to me by a jeweler who wanted
to help with my walk" said the 53-year-old
with a squint-eyed expression. "Aller the
bombing in Omagh, and this upcoming
jouney across the world, 1 thought (he
cross deserved to be given to these people
as u symbol ol faith” '

Adterward, he'll walk lo elfast, North-
ern Ireland, and then lo Glasgow, Scol-
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land, where he'll hike 340 milet down to
London. From London, hedé Be 1o Brus-
sels, Belgium, where he'll start his iuum:y
across Europe and then the Middle East,
Alrico und Australia,

Garcia himsell is no stenngen «u sullering,
His marrioge broke up alter 18 years and
the birth of four children, Then his second
marriage fell apart.

“I could have blown myscll away," Gar-
cia said. “ didn*l love mysell at this point
in my life”

Then, Garcia found walking.

“| was so devastaled by nol only the first
divoree, but then o seeend divorez, | had lo
do something, s0 1 just started walking. Al
first, 1 just did it Tor myzell beenuse the scl
of walking gave me peacc. liz jusi my first
two weeks of walking, | slarted to fec] bet-
ter. It then became a sorl of Forrest Gump
kind of thing," he said.

He started walking .an averag: ol 20 lu
30 miles a day. Mow he is up lo 50 niiles a
day with his pace at 5 to 7 miles per hour,
He doesn'l gel paid, and he gaig all money
raised goes (o charities.

Garcia linds he must depend on
strangers [or various lypes of support. The
latest strangers to provide for him are the
Marines who guard lUhe cmbassy in Lon-
don. They gave Garcia a place to park him-
sell and his :I1in?:.

“] receive much more than | q_ite. and il's
not just a bed and a meal. It's being ac-
ceplcd for what I'm trying to do Gaorcia
said,

Gunnery Spl. Mark Lang, Detochment
Commander for the Morine guards al the
American Embassy in London, said he's
g'ad lo help Garcia,

“1 admire sumu:'h-nd?- who's laken ycars
cut of hiz life to wall for coadties” said
Lang, the detachmenl comrannder for the
Marine puards. "Whal he's doirg is a good
idea, and | and ather Morines here support
him.*

Garcia joined the Marine Corps al age I7
to better himsell and get loughened. He
spent 10 years in the Marines, seesig-ont
Lanks—r-Meatnam, and lelt in 1975

More thun two decades Inter, le also
made his first fund-raising wale on behall
of the Marines. It was May 19935, and Gar-
cin walked from San Francisce lo Tijuana,
Mexico, lo raise ewareness for the
Marines' Toys [or Tols cempaign.

1 lelt for the Toys for Tots walks with
jist $41 in my pocket. | had no idea how |
wat pomne Ly e Ciarcia saidl, “Alter

348: Dave Masia
Danny Garcla holds up his walking stick
and gels & hand Irom Morine Gunnery
Sgt. Mark LII‘I?. with the framed cross of

8,000 pearls that Garcla wlll present tn
the people of Omagh, Neithern Iraland,
this week.

the first two days, 1 almost gol hit by twe
cars arc:nd Hall Moon Bay. The Marines
heard apout it, and the next thing | knew |
had Humvees lollowing me all the way to
San Diego”

After the trek to Mexico, Garcia decided
to conguer America with various walks be-
tween stales. On one of those walks, Gar-
cia went from Louisiana to the site of the
bombed [ederal building in Oklahoma
City.

“In the last mile of the walk, I \ﬁas joined

over 2,000 peopie who were & ng to
Eﬁ;nl from the lrfg:d;r that sh1:m.-.'lu::3l llgizir
world,” he said.

Aller more than 5,000 milss, Garcia said
he's aching.

He often gels bleeding blisters the size of
silver dollars if he hasn’t been walking for
a while and said his legs get swollen after
each walk.

That's not all.

“My back hurts 5o bad sometimes, it [eels
like somebody broke it)" he said.

Still, the man is tough.

“The paln doesnt bother me when |
walk Inio some troubled area and make a
dilierence.” he said,



